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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 15987 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SP, GW, EC 

SUBJECT: GERMAN-WEST EUROPEAN ACTIONS TO DEMONSTRATE 
CONCERN ABOUT SPANISH EXECUTIONS 

REF: BONN 15981 

1. THE WEST GERMAN GOVERNMENT IS COORDINATING WITH ITS 
EC PARTNERS WHAT DIPLOMATIC STEPS SHOULD BE TAKEN TO 
EXPRESS CONCERN AT THE RECENT SPANISH EXECUTIONS. 

2. THE HEAD OF THE FRG FOREIGN MINISTRY EUROPEAN DESK 
(RUHFUS) HAS TOLD US THAT THE WEST GERMANS WILL PLEAD 
ILLNESS AND ABSENT THEMSELVES FROM THE QUOTE DIA DEL CAUPTLLO" 
CEREMONIES SCHEDULED FOR TOMORROW IF SIMILAR STEPS ARE 
TAKEN BY OTHER EC MEMBERS. IN THAT CASE, HE SAID, ALL 
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THIS WOULD HAVE SOME IMPACT. 

3. RUHFUS ALSO SAID THAT AT LATER CEREMONIES WEST 
GERMANY MIGHT BE REPRESENTED AT LOWER LEVELS, ALTHOUGH 
THE FRG INTENDED TO RETURN ITS AMBASSADOR TO MADRID 
AFTER A TIME. HE SAID THE AMBASSADOR HAD BEEN PLANNING 
TO RETURN TO BONN ANYWAY AND THAT HIS RECALL WAS NOT 
INTENDED SIMPLY AS A REACTION TO THE SPANISH EXECUTIONS, 
ALTHOUGH IT HAS BEEN SO INTERPRETED. 

4. RUHFUS SAID THE FRG WAS IN A DILEMMA OVER RECENT 
EVENTS IN SPAIN. THE FRG HAD BEEN ENCOURAGED BY MOVES 
THAT ARIAS AND JUAN CARLOS HAD BEEN MAKING TO INCH 
SPAIN CLOSER TO DEMOCRATIC PROCEDURES. NOW, WITH FRANCO'S 
RETURN TO ACTION, IT APPEARED THAT SPAIN WAS LAUNCHED 

ON A WAVE OF TERROR AND COUNTER TERROR THAT WOULD 
PROBABLY CONTINUE UNTIL FRANCO'S PASSING. MODERATE 
POLITICAL ELEMENTS HAD BEEN URGING GERMANY TO USE 
ITS INFLUENCE IN MADRID TOWARD MODERATION AND DEMOCRACY. 
THEREFORE, THE GERMANS DID NOT WANT TO TAKE POSITIONS 
THAT WOULD ALIENATE ANY SPANISH POLITICAL GROUP. THE 
GERMANS PREFERRED TO WORK WITH THE OTHER EC PARTNERS, 
THOUGH SEVERAL EC PARTNERS WERE MUCH MORE READY THAN 
BONN TO CONDEMN THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT STRONGLY. 

5. WE HAVE REPORTED OTHER PRESS AND POLITICAL OPINION 
VIA REFTEL. 

HILT .F.NBR AND 
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